. See also the attract investment towards a politically stable and developing region, but generate the need to have instruments to deal with the necessary infrastructure projects (railways, electricity, telecommunications), as well as with upcoming policies, plans and programs concerning health and environment.
As a response to all these new challenges, the need to strengthen and harmonize the environmental impact assessment (EIA) systems at national and regional levels has become highly relevant in the regional agenda. On 4 July 2002, the region's Ministers of Environment reached an Agreement on strengthening the EIA systems in Central America through a consented Action Plan motivating commercial integration, regional competitiveness and sustainable development in the region. This strengthening and harmonization process takes place at national and regional levels.
The work towards the harmonization of the EIA systems was based on the Ministers' Agreement on EIA and a Regional Action Plan and was achieved by means of reinforcement, promotion and development of the EIA process, specifically on the implementation of tools that help in the decisionmaking and assessment processes of activities that may have an impact on the environment. Such work has been undertaken by the Technical Committee for Environmental Impact Assessment (TCEIA) of the Central American Commission on Environment and Development (CCAD). 4 The TCEIA is composed of the seven national EIA authorities, and demonstrates the intense cooperation and political will of the countries concerning impact assessment issues. This group has achieved results reflecting political and technical advances in the EIA system. Additionally, in this process, many institutions and organizations and civil society have participated in training, development of information and technical assistance, some of which by means of projects implemented by IUCN/ORMA, SICA/CCAD and the Netherlands Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Swedish International Development Agency, and the Netherlands Commission of Environmental Impact Assessment (NCEIA), supported by the region's Ministries of Environment and their EIA Departments as well as other important institutions that contribute to the development of EIA issues in the isthmus. 
